'NATIONAL POST, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2006
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: {ary about the former veep’s moral crusade
t0 frght ehmate change with all the disinformation that he
- could muster. Next year it could well be Zoo,-a film based on a
i Shumanizing look” at the 2005 caseofa Seettle man who died

. after attemptmg to copule.’ce with-a horse, One movie that will
deﬁmtely not appear at next yea,r’s Sundance is Mine Your Oun

'_ Eusmcss The glacrers ‘will reach L.A. before Robeit Redford is

] essocrated with any movie that threa.tens t0 expose “the dark
- srde of en\monmentehsm .
S Mme Your Own Busmess s the bramchﬂd of Irlsh filmmaker
’ Phchm McAloel' It-sterted with his coyerage «- wh11e & reporter |
e ‘i‘or the: Fmancml Times of London — of opposmon toa Tiiive.

pioposed byToronto “based Gabriel Resourees at R051a Mongana

) Roma,ma. The fight was spearheaded bya Swrss ]ournahst-
“at ned: envrronmentahst hanied Stephame Roth Ms Roth =
- whor efused to be mterv;eweci for the ﬁlm -~ cIermed that Gab-

.Pr ize of “g1 assroots acthsm. N

- Rosia Montane isnot an 1dyihc commumty whose tradltronal'

'.'hf%tyle needs o be | pregerved. It is'a desolate’ and polluted il :
'=1aﬂ*e whose streams i literally red brown _Wlth toxic chemicals:
: Tl _' vast mmorrty of 1ts d\mndlmg ’Opuiat:on-are desperate for_

obert Redfords Sundan,ce Frl"m Fest;val has
| alwiys been at the bleedmg gdge of hberal B
~ ¢duses. The event of this year’s festival was Al
 Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth, the docurien-

: et and’ othier mining compames are “modern da,y vamplres :
. B (a,fter all, Rosia Montana is'in Transylve.ma) I 2005 she was =
:7. awarded the Goldman Envrronmental Award, the a,lleged Nobe]'

; Mr McAleer exposés wha,t grassroots actmsm is oﬁen a,ll'
-+ ahout: well- funded multmational enwronmentei gr oups such as 3
o Greenpeace descendmg oft 1mpoverlshed vﬂlages and deprmng :
i them of jobs and a fiiture. Mr. MeAleer: dxscovered that miay, if
= f not most \?GO c!axms were greatly exaggerated of entrrely faJse B

’I‘hrs ﬁlm would _be an u’rﬂikely Siz"r'x'de'nce Film Fe'stival 'ent'ry.

GRASSROOTS ACTIVISTS OFTEN DESCEND
ON INIPOVERISHED WLLAGES AND '
BE?RIVETHEMOFJOBSANDAFUTURE

the good jobs that Gabriel would provide. The local unemploy-

ment rate is around 70%. Moreover, Gabriel's project would Te-

claiim much of the area. pollited by staté-owned mining oper--
atrons Gabriel CEO Alan Tl 5 favounte e and accurate = sormd"*
biteis, “Thisis a mine to clea,n up a,mess S : BE
Mi-MeAleer set out to ma,ke L fllm (with fmancre,l support_"
Tt no editorial: input from’ Gabr:el) and wound up ona plcafr-:;
esque adventure-that took hiim to other proposed mining srteq" '

-ih Madagescat a,nd Chile, He took along a,n unemployed young

Romaman mmer mmed George, whmh wis astroke of genits. -

- Geor ge TULHS OUL t0’ be a real life bu h1gh1y sympa,thet]c and
- sncynical Rormman Versmn of Borat.



- The ﬁlm is 'deva,statm because it combats pxejudmes and fan-
tasms mth piety : s

: tells hith’ that a mme wzll rum the town’s “quamtness and:that-
poor people a,re happle1, srmle more and have less St ess in theu‘
Hves. hve m pove1ty :George tells Mr Fenn Mr Fenn thon'_'
'sug;gests ‘that 1f the Tocals acquue money, they wﬂl ust spend_
it” on fmppenes stch as heer, stereos and jeans. He clmms that
they don't va.l_ue housmg, nutrition dnd education.

In Chile, at the site of fhe Pascua Larna mine proposed by To-
ronto mining giant Barrick, McAleer again finds'a community
desperate fofjobs but being maniptlated by the distant forces
of organized environmentalism. An English environmental-
it daclares from the depths of London’s darkest Islington that
mining damages “sacred mountains? He uttérs disinformation
about the proposed Chilean mine’s impact on glaciers. Local op-
position to the Chilean project, meanwhile, comes significantly

from big landowners, who are concerned about losing their em-
ployees to higher-paid jobs.

Noted development economist Deepak Lal is teft to dehver
the bottom line: Much of envirdonmentalism is effectlvely an at-
tack on the world's poor.

‘T had never heard of Mine Your Own Business until last Fri-
day, when I catght a segment about the movie on the CBCS The
Current. Mr. McAleer said in an interview that he had discov-
ered that environmentalists had litleregard for the truth and
didn’t like o be questioned. He also noted that he had received
two death thréats since he started promoting the movie. © -

' The point of the filnt was dramaticaily br ought ‘honie whena
Gresnpeace 1epresentat1ve named Herwig .‘achustel was mter—_
: viewed from Vienna. Mr. Schuster, who sounded hke the tlassic
movie vﬁlam Peter Lorre (of Maltese Falcon fame) at lis most
sm1ste1 proceeded tospout effluent that entn'ely stpported e,
McAleel s thesis: He suggested that Gabriel’s project was only
for 10° years and was thus “not susta,ma,ble Infact, the pmject-
is:for 17 years. Mr. Schuster suggested that the area wouid be
.'”1eft W1th a cys,mde unpregnated catastr ophe but: Gabnel has_
fi';'provtded the most comprehensive assurances that.zt wﬂl lTedve
“the'site better than when it arrived. Asked to] respond to Mr.
MeAleet’s claim that orgamzatmns such as Greenpeace are fun-
damentally anti-development; Mr. Schuster ¢laitned that poor
people didn't need air conditioning ahd “big cars” The Cur-
rent’s guest host, Rick MacInnes-Rag, asked him ifi itwas notup
to them what they did with théir money. MT. Schuster self-im-
-ploded i m a barrage of blather about nen- -existent local tounsm
ang sknng progects that would be har me i
:_the area. :

the

= enwronmenta.hsts party lme about destr _g corr'i"miiﬁities ahd
'forc ing people outof their homies.

8 fat_, Mme Your OwnBusmess has reoelyed 11m1ted exposule
‘f iada; a.lthough it canbe purchased online, Tt deserves to be .

":"seen ’oy a.nybody who wa,nts to-under sta,nd the: 1mpact on poor ‘
;_people of radxeal en_ 'ronmentahsm Ga.bnel Resources, mezm-.';
' _whﬂe, after yea,rs of fru%tlatlon, is expeotmg a demsmn o the

minein the ﬂrst quai ter-of next yeaL One can on!y hope for :




